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referred the matter to the House, then led by Lord isso.
Frederick Cavendish, Financial Secretary to the
Treasury, the highest member of the Administra-
tion who did not vacate his seat on appointment.
Lord Frederick proposed a Select Committee, which
reported against Mr. Bradlaugh's claim by a majority
of one. It is curious that on this purely technical
question every Member of the Committee voted
with his party except Mr. Hopwood, a Liberal
lawyer, who had a professional conscience, and
turned the scale against his own side. The Report
of the Committee was of course not binding on the
House. But Mr. Bradlaugh chose to accept it as
conclusive,, and, not being allowed to affirm, claimed
the right of taking the oath. Sir Henry Drummond May 21.
Wolff, Member for Portsmouth, interposed as the
champion of religion, and another Select Committee
was appointed, this time at the suggestion of Mr.
Gladstone himself, to consider whether the House
could prevent a Member from fulfilling his statutory
obligation. But it proved impossible to confine
the debate within this narrow issue, and the whole
character of Mr. Bradlaugh, besides his avowed
Atheism, was discussed at large. Mr* Edward
Gibson1 distinguished himself by the vigour with
which he denounced a profanation of the oath.
The circumstances in which the Bible is kissed by
a struggling crowd of new Members cannot be
called solemn, and Mr. Gibson fatally weakened
his case by admitting that Mr. Bradlaugh might
have sworn without hindrance if he had not paraded
his own disability. Mill had certainly taken the
oath; and Mill proclaims in his Autobiography
that he never had any religious belief/ To Mr.
Gladstone the subject was intensely repugnant,
and he would gladly have seen the Harpies fly
away with Mr. Bradlaugh. But much as he hated

1 Afterwards Lord Ashbourne,